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SUBJECT: SITREP ON U.K. AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL STRIKE 

1 . THE UNION REPRESENTING THE U.K. AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL 
ASSISTANTS (ATCA) ANNOUNCED TODAY THE RESULTS OF ASTRIK 
VOTE. THE ATCA'S VOTED 507 TO 42 TO STRIKE FROM THE 
END OF THE P.M. SHIFT (MIDNIGHT) ON THURSDAY AUGUST 25 
TO MIDNIGHT ON MONDAY, AUGUST 29. 
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2. THE STRIKE VOTE WILL HAVE THE EFFECT OF INCREASING 
THE WORKLOAD ON ALL AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL OFFICERS (ATCO) 
AND THEREBY REDUCING THE CAPACITY OF THE U.K. AIRSPACE 
TO APPROXIMATELY 40 PERCENT OF TOTAL CAPACITY. THE U.K. 
NATIONAL AIR TRAFFIC SERVICE (NATS) ARE NOTIFYING THE 
VARIOUS AIR CARRIERS AND OTHER USERS OF THE SYSTEM TO 
MAKE PLANS FOR THIS DRASTICALLY REDUCED CAPACITY. THE 
SCHEDULING COMMITTEES OF THE IATA CARRIERS WILL BE DE- 
VISING PLANS TO MAKE REDUCTIONS IN SCHEDULES AND STILL 
MAINTAIN AS MANY SERVICES AS POSSIBLE. 

3. THE OCEANIC CONTROL AT SHANWICK WILL BE IMPLEMENTING 
FLOW CONTROL ON THE NORTH ATLANTIC WHICH WILL RESULT IN 
18-20 AIRCRAFT PER HOUR INSTEAD OF THE NORMAL 30 BEING 
HANDLED. 

4. THERE ARE OTHER COMPLICATING FACTORS WHICH MAKE THE 
SITUATION EVEN MORE DISTURBING AND UNCERTAIN. BOTH THE 
SPANISH AND GREEK CONTROLLERS ARE HANDLING REDUCED 
NUMBERS OF AIRCRAFT WHICH CHOKE THE OVERALL EUROPEAN 
SYSTEM. AND TODAY IT HAS BEEN LEARNED THAT THERE ARE 
UNCONFIRMED REPORTS THAT THE FRENCH CONTROLLERS MAY 
START A WORK-TO-RULE REGIME FROM AUGUST 26 TO SEPTEMBER 

5. WITH BLOCKAGE TO THE EAST OF THE U.K. AND FLOW 
CONTROL ON THE NORTH ATLANTIC. THE POTENTIAL FOR DELAYS 
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IS ENORMOUS. 

5. EMBASSY ACTION. THE EMBASSY HAS SET UP A TASK FORCE 
TO MONITOR, REPORT ON. AND DEAL WITH THIS PROBLEM. WE 
ARE AUGMENTING OUR CONSULAR SERVICES TO PROVIDE ASSIST 
ANCE TO STRANDED AND OTHER TROUBLED TRAVELLERS - WHOSE 
CALLS ARE BEGINNING TO REACH THE EMBASSY IN SOME 
NUMBERS. IF ASKED BY THE PRESS, WE SHALL SAY THAT THE 
EMBASSY IS TAKING ALL STEPS POSSIBLE TO RELIEVE DIS 
TRESSED TRAVELLERS. 

6. OFFICIAL TRAVELLERS. IN THE CIRCUMSTANCES WE 
RECOMMEND THAT OFFICIAL TRAVELLERS AVOID, IF POSSIBLE, 
TRAVEL TO THE UK UNTIL THE SITUATION IMPROVES. THE RE- 
DUCED AIR TRAFFIC CAPACITY WILL ALSO AFFECT MILITARY 
AIRCRAFT. WE RECOMMEND DIVERSION OF MILITARY TRAVELLERS 

7. DEPT PLEASE ENSURE THAT THIS TELEGRAM IS PASSED TO 
SCA. 

STREATOR 
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